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been active with the Brownies, the PTA and 
several other community organizations. To-
gether, they took on many of the community’s 
fund-raising needs, most recently the Jim 
Knight Annual Golf Tournament, which bene-
fits Santa Paula Memorial Hospital. 

They built a family as they built a family 
business. The McCoys started with a two-bay 
garage in 1960 and expanded to a three-bay 
garage, with expanded services, three years 
later. By 1975, the McCoys had built such a 
loyal following that they had to move to their 
present location—an eight-bay garage—where 
they continue to grow. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting that on the day we 
return from our districts, having just celebrated 
Labor Day, that we honor Jim and Marie 
McCoy. They epitomize the small 
businessperson—people who strive to build 
America’s economy while raising strong fami-
lies with strong ideals. They epitomize the en-
trepreneur, who takes time from his hectic 
schedule to serve as an elected official and 
community leader, and who takes time from 
her hectic schedule to raise funds for nonprofit 
organizations and serve in our schools. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues will join 
me in congratulating Jim and Marie McCoy for 
40 years of successful ownership of McCoy 
Automotive & Towing, and thank them for a 
lifetime of devotion to their community. 
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Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a very special leader in my district. 
Dr. Robert Fisher has been involved in edu-
cation for 36 years as a teacher and adminis-
trator. As Superintendent, Dr. Fisher has suc-
cessfully worked for the betterment of the en-
tire school community. 

Dr. Bob Fisher emphasized increased stu-
dent achievement marked by 95 percent of all 
third graders reading at grade level by the end 
of third grade, distinguished performance by 
schools on the statewide assessments, and 
four schools receiving recognition as State 
Distinguished Schools. Dr. Fisher established 
a partnership with St. Mary’s College, the 
Annenberg Foundation, and the Hewlett Foun-
dation. These public-private partnerships have 
helped Dr. Fisher to better serve the school 
community and increase literacy rates among 
students. 

I take great pride in honoring Dr. Bob Fish-
er’s dedication and leadership. His hard work 
has created high standards, rigorous curricula 
and excellent teachers throughout the District. 
Under his direction, Castro Valley Unified 
School District has served as a model for 
schools in Alameda County and throughout 
the State of California. I believe that school 
districts across the country should follow Dr. 
Fisher’s example and take the opportunity to 
learn from his successful and innovative ways. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, next week Indian 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee is coming 
to visit the United States. He will meet with 
several American leaders, including President 
Clinton and perhaps both major-party Presi-
dential candidates. When he meets with these 
leaders, they must bring up the issue of 
human rights and self-determination. 

India claims to be a democracy, but in truth 
there is no democracy in India. It is a militant 
Hindu fundamentalist state. Christians, ,Sikhs, 
Muslims, Dalits, and other minorities suffer se-
vere oppression and atrocities at the hands of 
Hindu fundamentalists. 

Just last month, a priest in Gujarat was kid-
napped, tortured, and paraded through town 
naked by militant Hindu nationalists. The In-
dian government has refused to register a 
complaint against the kidnappers. This is the 
latest act in a campaign of terror against 
Christians that has been going on since 
Christmas 1998. This campaign has seen the 
murders of priests, rape of nuns, Hindu mili-
tants burning a missionary and his two sons to 
death in their van, the destruction of schools 
and prayer halls, and other anti-Christian 
atrocities. Most of these activities have been 
carried out by allies of the government or peo-
ple affiliated with organizations under the um-
brella of the RSS, the parent organization of 
the ruling BJP, which was founded in support 
of Fascism. 

Recently, Bal Thackeray, the leader of Shiv 
Sena, a coalition partner of the ruling BJP, 
threatened to engulf the country in violence if 
he is held responsible for his part in hundreds 
of murders in 1992. In India, democracy ap-
parently requires making coalitions with killers. 

The Christians are not the only minority that 
is being oppressed. When President Clinton 
visited India in March, 35 Sikhs were mas-
sacred in the village of Chithi Singhpora in 
Kashmir. The Indian government killed five 
Muslims, claiming that they were the individ-
uals responsible for the killings. Later they 
were forced to admit that these Muslims were 
innocent. Now the Indian government has ar-
rested two more people on the claim that they 
are responsible for the massacre. Yet two 
independent investigations have clearly estab-
lished that the Indian government itself was 
responsible for the massacre. How can a 
democratic nation justify these actions? 

The Sikhs have declared their independ-
ence from India, forming the new country of 
Khalistan in 1987. The people of Kashmir 
were promised a plebiscite on their future in 
1948, and India promised the United Nations 
that this referendum would be held as well. 
The people of predominantly Christian 
Nagalim seek their independence. There are 
several other freedom movements within In-
dia’s borders. It seems to this Member that the 
best, fairest, and most democratic way to set-
tle these issues is to conduct a free and fair 
plebiscite on the question of independence in 
these minority nations. 

In addition to our legitimate nuclear-pro-
liferation concerns, it is important that as the 
world’s only superpower, our leaders press the 
government of India to live up to the demo-
cratic standards they proclaim by allowing all 
people within their borders to enjoy basic 
human rights and self-determination. If they do 
not do so, we should cut off U.S. aid to India 
and put this Congress on record with a resolu-
tion in support of human rights, self-determina-
tion, and nuclear nonproliferation for all the 
people of South Asia. 
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to honor the service of the 
Honorable Cindy K. Bowen, of Montrose 
County, Colorado. Ms. Bowen is retiring after 
over a decade of service as County Commis-
sioner. Before serving as Commissioner, Ms. 
Bowen was a Senior Auditor for Dalby, 
Wendland and Company, CPA’s, where she 
served as Montrose County’s Auditor from 
1978–1987. 

For years, Cindy has done great service to 
western Colorado as a Commissioner and, be-
cause of her distinguished tenure, has re-
ceived a number of awards. Among them are 
CCI Outstanding Freshman Commissioner of 
the year in 1989, and CCI Outstanding Com-
missioner of the year in 1994. Ms. Bowen’s 
service to Montrose County has helped to 
make it a better place for all its citizens. Her 
outstanding commitment to public service is 
greatly appreciated and will be missed. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I congratu-
late Cindy on her upstanding service as a 
County Commissioner and wish her all the 
best in all her future endeavors. 
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Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to a 
resident of my district and a dear friend, Mrs. 
Helen Ellis Johnston. Mrs. Johnston’s accom-
plishments and service to her community 
would fill many a page. She is greatly loved 
and respected throughout the community and 
will be honored by the local chapter of the Ar-
thritis Foundation with their annual Humani-
tarian award. 

A native Kentuckian, Mrs. Johnston is mar-
ried to Mr. William Hooper Johnston. She has 
three daughters: Mrs. Patricia Vidler, Ms. 
Christy Catts, and Mrs. Cathy Nickelson. Mrs. 
Johnston moved to Alabama in 1952. Shortly 
thereafter she began the years of nonprofit 
and volunteer service that have been the life-
blood of so many organizations. 

After arriving in Huntsville, Mrs. Johnston 
soon found her niche in working to improve 
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